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Memories of a Hebron Landmark 
 Before dawn, on the morning of February 4, 2010, 

Hebron Police and Fire Departments responded to a call at 
574 George Road. The morning sky was filled with an omi-
nous orange glow and emergency crews found the buildings 
fully engulfed in fire when they arrived. The town of Heb-
ron had lost forever a special piece of its history. The Heb-
ron Historical Society is proud to dedicate this issue of the 
Gazette to the memory of the Morse Homestead and to the 
families who knew it best. 

 The Morse Family 
The first Jonathan Morse house was built c1784 by 

Deacon Jonathan Morse. He was born on March 3, 1757 in 
Chester, NH, and died on March 3, 1840 (on his 83rd birth-
day) in Haverhill, NH. Jonathan was a veteran of the 
American Revolution and was one of the first settlers of 
Hebron, NH having moved to what is now E. Hebron in 
1784. 

Deacon Jonathan married Abiah Worth on June 8, 
1786. She was the daughter of Edmond Worth and Eliza-
beth Webster and was born on January 13, 1767 in New-
buryport, MA. Abiah and Jonathan had 9 children. She died 
on September 1, 1822. He married his second wife, Fanny 
Chase, on June 11, 1826. She was the daughter of John 
Chase, and was born on March 11, 1769 probably in Port-

land, ME. Fanny died December 9, 1869 in Weare, NH. 
 The children of Deacon Morse were born in this first 

house. 
1. Abigail Morse, b. August 17, 1787, Hebron, NH; d. 

June 8, 1864, Hebron, NH 
2. Elizabeth Morse, b. March 14, 1789, Hebron, NH; m. 

Edward Webber, December 25, 1819, Hebron, NH. 
3. Edmund Morse, b. February 23, 1790, Hebron, NH; d. 

August 6, 1817. 
4. Jonathan Morse, b. February 21, 1793, Hebron, NH; 

d. March 31, 1854. 
5. David Morse, b. May 24, 1795, Hebron, NH. 
6. Isaac Morse, b. May 9,1797, Hebron, NH; m. Mary 

Kendall, October 4, 1828; d. May 21, 1842 . 
7. Jacob Morse, b. January 14, 1800, Hebron, NH; m. 

Hannah Lovejoy, December 20, 1823; b. October 3, 
1799. 

8. Daniel Morse, b. March 25, 1804, Hebron, NH. 
9. Stephen Morse, b. June 25, 1811, Hebron, NH. 
Originally, the family lived in the family farm on Old 

College Road. In 1806 the Old College Road was discontin-
ued because the Mayhew Turnpike, which was opened in 
1803, made the old road unnecessary. In 1806 Jonathan 
moved the house and some of the out buildings to a new 
home site on what is now George Road. According to The 
Bristol Enterprise, April 22, 1926 page 7, “The original 
building was one story and one roof, one half mile from the 
present house, and close to the county road. When moved to 
its present location, one story was added by Jonathan 2nd, 
who also added an ell at the time of his marriage. Since that 
time it has only been slightly changed.” Thus the lower half 
of the present house dates to approximately 1784. 

Five generations of Morses lived in this house. After 
Deacon Jonathan died the house was owned by his son 
Jonathan (1793 - 1854) who married Jerusha Gilson of 
Dunstable, MA. Their son Jonathan Varnum Morse (1824 - 
1887) inherited it next. Jonathan Varnum Morse married 
Sarah Kezer (or Keyser) of Haverhill, NH. Next the farm 
passed to their son Frank Oscar Morse (1849 - 1927) who 
married Alma Celia Blodgett of Hebron. Finally the farm 
was inherited by Oscar Varnum Morse, the fifth and last 
Morse to live in this house. 

Extracted from: Ron Collins, The History of Hebron, NH, 2008. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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1806 Morse House, Photo by Ron Collins, 2008 
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 Morse Homestead History—An Interview with 

Howard Oedel, Morse Family Neighbor—March 4, 2010  
by Barbara Brooks and Kathy Begor 
 

The first Morse homestead (built by Deacon Jonathan 
Morse) was a small dwelling on the College Road - some ½ 
mile from the house the family later built on Mayhew Turn-
pike (corner of George Road). They decided to move to the 
new locale in 1806 when the Mayhew Turnpike opened. 
The original house was incorporated into the new house. It 
was dragged by teams of oxen in the winter. The new house 
was built over (enlarged) twice more after that. 

Jonathan Morse (son of Deacon Jonathan Morse and 
Abiah Worth) married Jerusha Gilson, a housemaid from 
the Boston area in 1822. She had met a Morse family mem-
ber who came to work where she was. She married Jona-
than and came to live at the Morse family homestead. In her 
“honor”, the only thing they had to eat on her first home 
visit was baked pumpkin! No doubt she cried herself to 
sleep that night! 

Frank Oscar Morse (grandson of 
Jonathan and Abiah) was an 
important town officer in Heb-
ron (Treasurer 1883 - 1886, 
1889 - 1910, Tax Collector 1914 
- 1926) as was Oscar Varnum 
Morse, his son (Treasurer 1925 - 
1960, Town Clerk 1947 - 1960 
when he died in office). 
“Frank took great pride in serv-
ing on town committees and 
was elated to be elected as rep-
resentative to the legislature in 
Concord. He made a big deal of 
it, taking the stage to Bristol to 
meet the 8 o’clock train to CON 

- CORD (He always pronounced it with a heavy accent on 

two syllables).” (additional comments courtesy of Bud 
MacDougall) 

Oscar V. Morse (son of 
Frank Morse) married 
Emma G. Sheldrick b. July 
10, 1891 in Wilton, NH. She 
had had a good job in Wash-
ington, DC during WWI. 
She came to Hebron as a 
school teacher for the “new 
schoolhouse” on Rte. 3A. 
Bud MacDougall’s older 
brothers were among her 
students, but her favorite 
student was Richard Merrill 
(Dick Merrill’s father - “the 
cutest little fellow I ever 
met” so she said). 
Oscar and Emma were 

noted for their sugaring ability and invariably won prizes 
for their special maple creams and powdered sugar at the 
Plymouth State Fair! 

Oscar had a sister, Aquilla, who later married Rodney 
Adams of Hebron. 

Oscar had a brother Frederick B. who worked in a 
bank. He suddenly went missing, along with considerable 
money. He was never heard from again! And, never appre-
hended by the law! (Manson Smith claimed to have seen 
him once on the streets of New Orleans!) 

Most of the above mentioned Morse family members 
are buried in a family section of the Hebron Town Ceme-
tery. 

Oscar and Emma Morse had two children: Frank Shel-
drick Morse, b. 1926 E. Hebron and Nancy Jane Morse 
(Dame), b.1927 E. Hebron. Nancy married a much older 
man with a grown family. She had no children, but was well 
to do and lived on the Maine coast. Frank studied Forestry 
at UNH and, after graduation, got a job with the Forestry 
Service in Wisconsin. He married there and had two boys. 
Frank’s sister predeceased him, leaving him a considerable 
inheritance, as did two maiden aunts who had lived in Wil-
ton, NH. Frank was well to do! 

Oscar never really made a good living. He pretty much 
gave up farming - except for the maple sugar industry. His 
sugar orchard extended over to the original homestead on 
the old College Road. I recall helping him gather sap one 
spring and seeing the old cellar hole of the original Morse 
homestead as well as the remains of the old road - long 
since ceased and overgrown. 

Oscar made a living, of a sort, working for Camp 
Mowglis. His acreage, beyond the sugar house, extended 
well up on Hoyt Hill, as well as across the Mayhew Turn-
pike on Plymouth Mountain, covering possibly 500 acres. 
Son Frank helped his father to develop the land somewhat 
into a tree farm and valuable timber was harvested from 
time to time. Most of the farmland, across George Road 
from the house, was finally planted with red pine - a project 

Deacon Jonathan Morse (flag) and his descendents are buried in the 
Hebron Village Cemetery. Photo by Kathy Begor, 2010 
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young Dick Merrill as a 4-H enthusiast undertook with 
Oscar’s approval. 

Oscar and son Frank had similar characteristics. They 
both had a unique New Hampshire “twang” in their speech 
(perhaps you’d say it was a “drawl”). And, they both had an 
unusual habit of putting both hands in their back pockets 
whenever they stopped to engage anyone in conversation. 

Oscar died suddenly from a heart attack (1960). It was 
hard for his wife, Emma Morse, to carry on alone at the 
homestead. She was “stone deaf” and had great trouble walk-
ing. Neighbors helped with chores and shopping. My father 
enjoyed her company and we visited quite often. My dad, 
William Oedel, said she was a “very smart lady”! 

When she died, Frank sold the house ( December 6, 
1982) and some 17 acres on the South side of George Road. 
The rest, the family still owns. Frank, himself, died about ten 
years ago at a relatively young age (about 60). 

Frank had an auction before he sold the house. I went, but 
there was little of great value. Things went very reasonably, 
but I remember one of the early items sold was a fair sized 
Shaker basket that brought $500, to the surprise of all! I left 
after that! 

Alfred A. and Yvonne Affronti from Long Island bought 
the old homestead and did some “cosmetic” work inside and 
out, furnished it modestly, but did not attempt the structural 
work required to restore the home (sills, roof, chimneys, etc.) 
properly. There was still no plumbing or central heat in the 
house. 

Al Affronti died suddenly as a relatively young man 
(50’s). He and his wife had a young daughter. They had 
owned the house for 21 years, but used it primarily in the 
summertime. And so, it was put up for sale. 

It was purchased on July 1, 2004 by Brooks and Maureen 
Levangie, who had great interest in the restoration of the old 
house. Actually, their lives have been devoted to restoring old 
houses and they did a remarkably fine job of it from top to 
bottom. They also spent a great deal of time on the grounds. 

 The building also housed their incredibly valuable collection 
of antiques (especially fine furniture, pewter, and guns) - all 
lost in the fire! 

  
Remembering the Morse Buildings 
by Alfred Affronti - former owner 

“One of the barns in the connected complex still retains 
two walls of wide horizontal chamfered (grooved) boards 
which are original siding exposed to the weather and never 
have been clapboarded over. These boards are fastened with 
hand wrought “rosehead” nails and some of the boards are 
two feet wide. This building has a loft on each end. Under one 
loft is a small room with a hearth and a plank panel wall with 
a fireplace opening and a chimney cupboard painted red. 
There is a plaster ceiling and a small etching or carving of an 
early sailing ship on the panel next to the fireplace. The plank 
door has a bean latch with leather washers. One door that 
leads out of this room area to the open section is a single very 
wide board with a wood latch. 

Some of the hand hewn posts, beams, and wall studs 
seem to be oak, whereas the other structures, including the 
free standing ‘English’ barn seem to be pine. This building is 
connected to another on each end - one of which connects to 
the main house. This shed is probably a bit later and holds a 

Interior of Morse house—Photo furnished by Willa Lucarelli 2003 

Morse Barns—Photo by Ron Collins 2008 

Morse Buildings—Photo furnished by Willa Lucarelli, 2003 
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dug well with a wood well wheel operated with a leather 
strap. The wheel is connected to overhead beams. When the 
bucket is raised it can be brought through a sliding door into 
the kitchen. 

On the other end of the structure is a slightly higher barn/
shed of which the front extends out over posts, allowing, 
probably, for a wagon or weather protection beneath. 

Approximately 15 feet away at an ‘L’ shape is the 
‘English’ barn. The opening between this barn and the main 
structure allowed passage to the fields. The whole barnyard 
has a southern exposure. 

The house has never had central plumbing or heat and 
stands in its original condition.” 

Extracted from: Ron Collins, The History of Hebron, NH, 2008. 

  
An Email Note From Yvonne Affronti 
Alfred and I bought the Morse Homestead officially 

on February 14th of 1983. We came up during a mad blizzard 
(from New York) to complete the deal which had taken us 6 
months to finalize and a home that had taken us 12 years to 
find . . . all original !! Speak about dedication. We owned that 
grand old place for 21 years and treated it with intense love 
and extreme care and gentleness. Al passed away on Sunday, 
February 1, 2004 and I sold the property on June 30th of 2004. 
The Homestead burned to the ground on February 4, 2010. 
Significant? I like to think, somehow, that Al and the house he 
so loved are together again. 

 
 Locating the Morse Family Roots in Hebron  

by Howard Oedel 
This past winter, the Old Morse Homestead on 

George Road burned to the ground. 
It was a sad day for Brooks and Maureen Levangie 

who had spent several years and many thousands of dollars 
restoring the 1806 farmhouse. And, it was an even greater 
blow for them to lose a lifetime collection of rare antiques, all 
of which were completely consumed in the fire. 

It was also a heart-felt loss for Hebron as well. The 
Morse family had lived in town since its beginning and many 
family members served with distinction in a variety of town 
offices including Selectman, Town Clerk, Treasurer, and Tax 
Collector as well as Representatives to the State Legislature. 
And their house, expanded at least three separate times, was 
appreciated as one of Hebron’s most enduring ties with its 
past. 

In seeking some information from me as a near 
neighbor of the Morses, the Hebron Historical Society asked 
if I had ever visited the original homesite (now reduced to a 
cellar hole) on the old colonial road. (This road was created 
by Royal Governor John Wentworth to connect his home in 
Wolfboro to Dartmouth College in Hanover.) The road passed 
through what later became Hebron. 

“What is there to see?” they wondered, and could I 
lead the way? 

Although it had been ten years since I followed Dick 
Merrill to the site, I volunteered to make the attempt. “It’s 
near a brook and there’s a clump of lilacs,” as I recalled. “It 
was located in Oscar Morse’s old sugar bush. I had once 

worked an afternoon - some 50 years ago - collecting sap with 
him. I think I can find it. I sensed there was little faith in the 
path-finder” 

On a beautiful warm Spring morning, we ventured 
out. There were now 5 of us, all members of the Hebron His-
torical Society. The main, and better route, from the 1806 
house to the 1784 cellar hole had been closed off by a huge 
beaver dam. So, we took the “bush whacking” route and soon 
found ourselves hiking through the woods, complete with big 
rocks, amazing stone walls, huge trees, and others that had 
been blown down, as well as a myriad of small saplings. 

We checked the brook beds for signs of a laid-up abut-
ment for a much needed bridge for the old colonial road, bet-
ter described as a bridle path! We finally found the abutment 
and at the same time spied Oscar Morse’s sugar house, still 
standing with a sledge inside. We agreed the building would 
not withstand another snowy winter. 

The sugar orchard was gone. The old maples had died; 
pines had taken over. 

“I know the house (cellar hole) is nearby. It was right on 
the road.” We turned, and there it was! The stone fireplace 

Oscar Morse Sugar House—Photo by Kathy Begor, 2010 

Colonial Age Stone Abutment—Photo by Kathy Begor , 2010 
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had fallen in. The cellar hole was very small and the founda-
tion rocks were covered with moss. A huge stump of a dead 
tree looked up at us and an abundance of saplings now grew 
where the house once stood. The group was disappointed that 
the promised clump of lilacs was nowhere to be found. 

I should mention here that, in 1784, the Morse house, 
really no bigger than a cabin, located on the College Road, 
was actually in Plymouth. At that time, East Hebron lands 
belonged to Plymouth until the town of Hebron was formed 
from lands belonging to the old town of Cockermouth and of 
Plymouth itself. 

On our trip from George Road, we came across many 
stone walls that wandered seemingly endlessly, through the 
deep forest. This land was all cleared for pastures at one 
time... not for gardens or hay fields ... too many huge ‘rocks’, 
which the first settlers always referred to as ‘stones’! 

Leaving the woods, we suddenly came across a huge an-
cient oak! Over the course of centuries it had succumbed to 
many a hurricane, which had torn off its upper limbs. Its 
trunk, perhaps only 20 feet high was massive - 6 to 8 feet in 

diameter! It was the great find of the day! “It’s certainly pre-
Columbian, perhaps even a thousand years old,” we surmised. 

On we trudged, until we could hear the traffic on route 3A, 
At Last! Our trip back in time had come to an end, but we were 
all left with a new appreciation for the courageous Morse fam-
ily and the other early settlers of Hebron! 

  
Credit and Special Thanks to Howard Oedel for the cellar hole hike and for his notes on 

the experience. 
   

 

Original Morse homesite cellar hole—Photo by Kathy Begor, 2010 

Stone Fence near Morse Cellar Hole—Photo by Bobby Brooks, 

Howard Oedel by Ancient Oak—Photo by Kathy Begor, 2010 

Morse home in winter 2003—Photo by Ron Collins 
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Books and Publications 
from the Hebron 
Historical Society 

Hebron Videos on DVD: 

(1) Three videos on one DVD: 
Merrill’s Campground 1930’s, 
Historical Hebron and             
The Beauty of Hebron, $15. 

(2) Two videos on one DVD:          
The Beauty of Hebron 2 and      
Birds of Newfound. $10. 

 
Sergeant John Ordway, A History 
with his Genealogy. The story of 
Hebron resident John Ordway who be-
came the third in command of the 
Lewis & Clark Expedition. Price 
$10.00 for members, and  $12.00 for 
non-members. 
 
The Genealogies of Hebron, NH 
A new 347 page book, completely 
indexed, of genealogies of the families 
living in Hebron for the first two hun-
dred years of the Town.. Price $25.00 
for non-members, $22.00 for members. 
 

The History of Hebron, NH 
The First Two Hundred Years 
A new 247 page book with 75 color and 
Black & White photos, and 11 maps,. 
This new history of Hebron gives the 
story of the founding of the town, its 
growth and major citizens set in the 
historical context of what was happen-
ing in the world around them. Price 
$29.00 for non-members, $25.00 for 
members. 
 
These books and DVD may be 
purchased directly from the 
Hebron Historical Society  

PO Box 89 
Hebron, NH 03241 

 
The books are also available on 

www.Amazon.com 

Hebron Historical Society Program Events Calendar  
 

September 11: there will be a Pot Luck Supper and Annual Meeting . 
The program will be “Remembering September 11, 2001” a video of 
where local people were on the fateful day. 
 
November 11: Veteran’s Day Program starts at 10:45AM 

What we do not preserve someday will be gone. 
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This space sponsored by 

 
Willa and William Lucarelli 

Membership Update 
  DUES DUE EACH JANUARY 

A membership gift to a family member or friend is a wonderful  
way to help preserve our history and archives. 

Membership forms are included on the back page of this  
newsletter for your use. 

 
Thank you for your support, 

Barbara Brooks, Membership Chair.  

Become a Hebron Historical Society Gazette sponsor  
 

for only $10.00 per issue  
for a 2 inch by 2 inch ad.  

 
Contact Ron Collins at 744-1048 to place an ad in the Gazette. 

 

Hebron Historical Society Gazette  
is published twice a year  

 
Donations of money and historical items  

are gladly accepted. 

 
John Dunklee Electrician 

Dunklee Electric Company 
603-744-2792 

Toll free 800-660-2792 

 
This space sponsored by 

 
Doug and “Ralph” McQuilkin 
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